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LONGFORD  COUNTY  COUNCIL

COMHAIRLE CHONTAE AN LONGFOIRT

Minutes of November Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council

held in the Council Chamber, Aras an Chontae, Great Water Street, Longford on

Wednesday, 9th November 2016 at 4.00 p.m.

_______________________________________________________________________

PRESIDING:


Councillor Mick Cahill, Cathaoirleach.

MEMBERS PRESENT:
Councillors –   Paraic Brady, John Browne, Seamus Butler,  



Micheál Carrigy, Mark Casey, John Duffy, Gerard Farrell, 




Luie McEntire, Padraig Loughrey, Martin Mulleady,




Colm Murray Peggy Nolan, Pat O’Toole, P.J. Reilly,




Paul Ross and Mae Sexton 
IN ATTENDANCE:             Mr. Paddy Mahon,  Chief Executive




Ms. Barbara Heslin, Director of Services.




Mr. John Brannigan, Director of Services.




Mr. John McKeon, Head of Finance.
APOLOGIES:

Councillor Gerry Warnock

MEETINGS 

ADMINISTRATOR:
Ms. Anne Lee.

ADOPTION OF MINUTES.
On the proposal of Councillor M. Mulleady  seconded by Councillor L. McEntire, the Minutes of Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the 12th October 2016, as circulated, were confirmed and adopted.

MATTERS ARISING FROM MINUTES.
None.
MEETING WITH H.S.E.

The Cathaoirleach reminded the Council representatives regarding the meeting with the HSE on Thursday, 10th November at 10.30 a.m. in the Council Chamber.

VISIT BY MINISTER OF STATE FOR HOUSING AND URBAN RENEWAL.

The Cathaoirleach informed the members that Mr. Damien English, T.D., Minister of State for Housing and Urban Renewal, will be visiting Longford on Friday, 25th November 2016 and has requested to meet the members of the Council to discuss the Action Plan for Housing (Rebuilding Ireland) .  The meeting will be held at 11.00 a.m. in the Council Chamber.
DECEMBER MEETING  OF THE COUNCIL.

On the proposal of the Cathaoirleach, Councillor M. Cahill, seconded by
Councillor P. Nolan, it was unanimously agreed that the December meeting of the Council be held in the Rustic Inn, Abbeyshrule on Wednesday, 14th December 2016.
CHIEF EXECUTIVE ORDERS.
The summary of Chief Executive Orders, as circulated, was noted.

MONTHLY MANAGEMENT REPORT.

The Monthly Management Report, as circulated, was noted.
MINUTES OF CORPORATE POLICY GROUP MEETING.

The adopted minutes of Corporate Policy Group meeting held on the 14th September 2016 were noted.

ECONOMIC AND COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT, PLANNING, CORPORATE, 

CULTURAL & RECREATIONAL SERVICES, HUMAN RESOURCES.

Planning Applications.

The list of Planning Applications received since the last meeting of the Council was submitted and noted.
Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 27th June 2016.

The adopted Minutes of Economic Development and Enterprise Strategic Policy Committee meeting held on the 19th September 2016 were noted.
Vote of Sympathy.

Councillor S. Butler proposed and Councillor M. Mulleady seconded that a vote of sympathy be extended to the Reynolds family on the death of Jim and Ann Reynolds and that a minutes silence be held as a mark of respect.
HOUSING, INFRASTRUCTURE & EMERGENCY SERVICES. 
Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 37 The Demesne, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of  Freehold Interest of No. 37 The Demesne, Longford to Mr. Vinod & Sheila Douggal in accordance with the terms of Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 18th October 2016.

Disposal of Freehold Interest of No. 10, Congress Terrace, Longford.

On the proposal of Councillor Mae Sexton seconded by Councillor Peggy Nolan, it was unanimously agreed to dispose of  Freehold Interest of  No. 10 Congress Terrace, 
Longford to Raymond Masterson, LPR of John Masterson deceased, in accordance with the terms of 
Section 183 of the Local Government Act 2001 issued on the 24th October 2016.
Deputation to Transport Infrastructure Ireland on the 15th December 2016.
Mr. J. Brannigan, Director of Services, informed the meeting that Transport Infrastructure Ireland will meet a deputation from Longford County Council on the 15th December.

A briefing session to consider the Agenda for the meeting will be held at 3.30 p.m. on Wednesday, 14th December, prior to the Monthly Meeting.

The Councillors to attend to be confirmed to John Brannigan.
The Longford/Westmeath Dail Deputies will be invited to attend.

Notices of Motions.

Domestic Waste Disposal Inspectorate  -  Councillor G. Warnock.
It was agreed to defer Councillor Warnock’s Notices of Motions to the December meeting -
“I propose that we write to Denis Naughton, Minister for Communications, Climate Change & The Environment requesting that he consider enacting legislation to establish a Domestic Waste Disposal Inspectorate, operated through the Local Authorities, to ensure that householders are disposing of household waste in an efficient and responsible manner, either through Approved Service Providers or through other approved measures. I suggest

that such an Inspectorate be operated on a County level similar to TV License Inspectorate and that the Local Authority should be adequately resourced by direct Departmental Funding. I envisage that this type of legislation would 
significantly reduce dumping, simplify enforcement and allow Local 
Authorities to redirect our limited resources currently being used to tackle this problem.”

“I propose that Longford County Council write to the Minister for Housing, Planning, Community & Local Government to consider a review of the Social Housing Assessment (Amendment) Regulations 2011 to allow for an increase of the maximum net income limits to qualify for social housing support”

Storage Heaters.
The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor J. Browne and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan -   

" I call upon Longford County Council to make an application to the Department of Housing, Planning, Community and Local Government for sufficient funding to be made available to the Council, in order to replace all Storage Heaters within The Local Authority stock of Housing, with modern and efficient heating systems. "
J. Brannigan stated that Longford County Council have circa 300 houses with storage heating.  The Council is aware of the cost of this system.   These concerns have been brought to the attention of the Department on numerous occasions over the years. No funding is available at present to replace these systems.  The members requested that storage heating not be used again in local authority houses in the county.
Natural Gas Pipeline.

The following Notice of Motion was proposed by Councillor M. Cahill and seconded by Councillor P. Nolan  -
"As Cathaoirleach of Longford County Council, I am calling on the Government and Bord Gas Networks, to ensure that when Natural Gas is brought to Center Parcs, that the correct route and pipe size is selected so that all of County Longford can benefit from this essential infrastructure to allow us begin to catch up with our neighbours."
P. Mahon stated that the current proposal is to serve the Centre Parcs site from Mullingar. 
Longford County Council have met with Bord Gas Networks regarding future proofing the 
gas connection. As a regulated entity they are required to offer the most economically 
advantageous connection to the customer. Further discussions will be held between Bord Gas 
Networks, Longford County Council and other interested parties to ensure that the needs of 
the County are kept to the fore. 
Councillor C. Murray stated that he is endeavouring to arrange a meeting with Minister of 

State, Sean Kyne, T.D. regarding the Natural Gas Pipeline.
FINANCE & INFORMATION SYSTEMS.
Public Liability Claims.

It was noted that one public liability claim was received during October 2016.

GENERAL.

Correspondence 
Letter dated 28th October 2016 received from the Office of the Minister for Justice and Equality regarding the appointment of a Superintendent to the Granard District was noted.
TRAINING -

Report from Corporate Policy Group was noted.
This concluded the business of the meeting.
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Signed: _______________
             Anne Lee,

             Meetings Administrator.

Confirmed and adopted at Monthly Meeting of Longford County Council held on the
14th December 2016.
Signed: _______________

             Cathaoirleach.[image: image2]
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